
Summer doesn’t begin until you attend the Woodridge Jubilee!

The Woodridge Jubilee features local bands, thrilling carnival rides, numerous 
food vendors, a magnificent fireworks extravaganza, and more from June 15 
through June 19!  Hosted jointly by the Woodridge Park District and  
Village of Woodridge, this festival takes place at the corner of Woodridge 
and Center Drives. Carnival rides for all ages begin Wednesday night and 
run for the duration of the event.  On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday eve-
nings, enjoy entertainment, food, beverages, and bingo.  On Saturday,  June 15, 
don’t miss the free children’s activities along with carnival rides, food, drinks,  
entertainment, and fireworks.  Sunday, June 19 will feature a carnival!  Watch 
for more details and the Jubilee schedule of events in early May on the  
Woodridge Park District website at www.woodridgeparks.org.

Updates to Groot 
Industry Waste and 
Recycling Services

ON WOODRIDGE
 

Spring/ 
Summer 

2022

The Village wishes to remind residents 
of a few items related to Groot refuse 
collection services including:

• Yardwaste collection began on April 1 and 
will continue through December 15.

• Refuse and yardwaste stickers will  
incur a ten-cent ($0.10) increase on the 
anniversary of the fifth year of the current 
contract, June 1, 2022.  The new cost of  
a sticker will be $3.90.

• Clean-up week is scheduled for the fall, 
during the week of October 3, 2022.

• Please don’t place your recycling in a 
bag.  Since bagged recyclables cannot be 
separated and sorted, they will not be 
collected.
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STARTING A HOME  
IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT?
Check out the Community 
Development Permit FAQ 
Website
Now that the weather is getting nicer, are 
you thinking about starting a home improve-
ment project?  Check out this informative 
Permits FAQ website.  This website answers 
questions such as:
•  Are there handouts and information  

available about permits?
•  I need work done on my home.  Can the  

Village of  Woodridge recommend a  
contractor for me?

•  What is a plat of survey?

Have You Heard About OpenGov?
As a government entity dedicated to 
fiscal transparency, Woodridge proudly 
invites you to take some time and 
familiarize yourself with OpenGov.  
Located under the Government  
Transparency section of the Finance 
page, OpenGov offers a look into the  

The available information includes:

•  Monthly and annual financial  
reports

•  Revenue and expense reports

•  Financial trends comparisons in 
easy-to-read charts and graphs

Check out the 
Village check-
book if you’d like 
to know more 
about the Village’s 
monthly expenses.  
With OpenGov 
Village finance is 
an easier-to-read 
open book.
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Dear Neighbor, 

It’s the early afternoon on a beautiful, sunny day in the spring of 1990.  
As Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls are beginning their dynasty, 
Woodridge resident Carol Berg is standing outside the Woodridge 
Town Centre.  She carries a blank canvas, easel, paint, and brushes. 
Carol sees the Woodridge Police Department, Library, and the Post 
Office in front of her.  While she’s uncertain about how the painting 
will turn out, she knows that the picture will help encourage pride in the 
community she and her family call home.  So, feeling inspired, Carol 
dips her brush into some paint and begins to create her work of art.

This is how I envision Carol Berg creating the painting of  
Woodridge Town Centre.  Some of my favorite parts about this painting are the missing 
parts because they did not yet exist in 1990.  Some of the missing structures are the Village 
Hall on 5 Plaza Drive, the playground outside of the Fred C. Honke Community Center, 
and numerous streetlights.  Art has the power to inspire different feelings in people, and 
when I see Carol’s painting, I feel immense pride in our progress as a community.

I’m proud of our history 
in Woodridge, and I’m 
thrilled to announce that 
Arcadia Publishing will 
release the book  The 
History of  Woodridge 
this summer! Growing up, 
one of my favorite school 
subjects was history, 
which is essential to help 
us understand our world, 
ourselves, and other peo-
ple.  It is with great hope 
and anticipation that 
we, as a community, can 
enjoy this book together.  

Together, we’ll be able to read about our shared history for many years to come.   
Jo Higgins, an internationally published author, and award-winning photographer, wrote 
our book.  The History of  Woodridge will be an excellent addition to your summer 
 reading list.  I want to share an excerpt from the back of the book as a preview:  

“The Potawatomie, centuries ago, lived along the beautiful DuPage River on lands that 
would become the Village of  Woodridge.  Situated on the high ground that was populated 
by wide strands of oaks and maples, this land was rich in natural beauty.  The Village began 
from previous farmlands with early settlers emigrating from Alsace Lorraine, Bavaria, 
Germany, and Prussia.  Woodridge was incorporated on August 24, 1959, when there were 
500 residents.  The Village has grown into a prosperous and progressive community of 
over 33,000 today.”  The Village will share more information about 
the book release as the publishing date draws nearer. 

If you’re looking for a good book – whether you’re curled up on 
the couch or relaxing on a beach – I hope you will consider read-
ing The History of  Woodridge.  Also, staying connected is so im-
portant.  Please subscribe to E-news, follow Woodridge on social 
media, and visit the Village website to stay updated on the latest 
news and community events, such as The History of  Woodridge 
book launch. 

Thank you kindly and please shop local,
Gina Cunningham, Mayor

From the Office of Mayor Gina Cunningham

MAY 30  
Memorial Day 
Village Offices Closed

JUNE 15 - 19  
Woodridge Jubilee  
Town Centre 

JULY 4  
Independence Day Celebration 
Village Offices Closed

 DATES TO NOTE

Visit the Events link at www.woodridgeil.gov  
for details on these events and more.

The Berg Family proudly and generously donated this painting of the  
Woodridge Town Centre circa 1990.  The Village of  Woodridge will  
display it at Village Hall for all to enjoy.  The Berg Family is donating 
this painting in honor of Carol Berg.  

The Village of  Woodridge will update 
the zoning ordinance adopted in 1976 
and last updated in 1991.  While the 
Village amended the zoning code oc-
casionally, this is the first comprehensive 
update.  Local governments use zoning 
as the main regulatory tool to manage 
the use and form of development on 
private property.  The ordinance update 
will happen over one year, with a goal 
completion date of late 2022.

Go to www.WoodridgeZoning.com for more 
information and to share your ideas! 

Please Share Your Ideas 
to Help Update the  
Village of Woodridge’s 
Zoning Code!

FOURTH OF JULY  
FIREWORKS
The Village is looking forward to 
celebrating the 4th of July in 2022 
with a firework show that will start 
approximately at 9:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, July 4. The show will begin near 
75th St. & Lemont Rd, and the best 
views of the fireworks will be from 
the parking lots along 75th St. The  
Villages of  Woodridge and Downers 
Grove are sponsoring the fireworks 
show this year. 



The Village of  
Woodridge FY2022 
budget maintains 
some cautionary 
public safeguards 
and spending 
prudence in a year 
showing signs of 
pre-pandemic nor-
malcy.  In addition, 
this budget focuses 
on controlled spend-

ing that supports our service levels while 
providing funding for infrastructure  
improvements. 

Visit the Events link at www.woodridgeil.gov  
for details on these events and more.

FY2022 BUDGET 

The Woodridge Police Department is 
pleased to welcome these new police  
officers and community service officers 
(CSOs) to the community.

CSO Almaraz has earned an associate’s 
degree in criminal justice from Moraine  
Valley College.  Before 
coming to Woodridge, 
he worked at Walgreens, 
where he worked his 
way up from stock clerk 
to one of the store’s 
managers.  He was also 
an auxiliary police officer for the Village  
of Rosemont.  CSO Almaraz is currently  
assigned to the afternoon shift.  

Officer Almazan is a graduate of   
Western Illinois University, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in law enforce-
ment and justice admin-
istration.  After WIU, 
Officer Almazan earned 
a master’s degree injus-
tice and ethical law at 
DePaul University.   

He began his career in policing with Blue 
Island as a part-time officer.  Officer  
Almazan was a lateral hire from the Chi-
cago Police Department, and he is cur-
rently in field training.  

Officer Harvey earned an associate’s 
degree in criminal justice from the  
College of DuPage.  He started his law 
enforcement career at the Naperville 
Police Department as 
a community service 
officer. Officer Harvey 
was a lateral hire from 
the Village of Bellwood. 
He is currently in field 
training.  

Officer Boda served honorably as 
an M.P for the U.S. Army Reserves  
with deployments to Afghanistan and 
Guantanamo Bay.  Before coming to  
Woodridge, he worked for the U.S  
Bureau of Prisons.  Officer Boda is cur-
rently in the Police Academy and will 
graduate at the end of April. 

Officer Nicholas is a graduate of the 

University of Illinois-Chicago, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice.  Before coming to Woodridge, he 
worked for the Woodridge Park District 
and was in guest relations at the  
Woodridge ARC.  Officer Nicholas is 
currently in the Police Academy and will 
graduate at the end of April. 

Officer Wistocki is a graduate of 
Benedictine University, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice.  Be-
fore coming to Woodridge, he worked as 
a logistics specialist for 
FedEx.  Officer Wistocki 
started at the Suburban 
Law Enforcement Acad-
emy (SLEA) on Monday, 
March 28, 2022.

The Woodridge Police 
Department is committed to having highly 
trained officers hired through a competi-
tive process capable of succeeding in a 
variety of adverse situations.  Please join us 
in welcoming the new officers and CSOs 
to the Woodridge community.
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A WARM WOODRIDGE WELCOME TO NEW OFFICERS

The final budget for FY2022 is $76.8M 
against revenues of $58.5M, resulting in a 
planned spend-down of $18.3M in re-
serves.  Compared to the FY2021 budget, 
FY2022’s budget expenditure increases 
$29M, $20M of which is allotted to the 
new police department and public works 
facilities project.  The remaining expendi-
tures categories show little to no growth 
– and even a savings. 

This budget control level is challenging to 
maintain annually without impacting future 
core services.  For more information on 
the details of the budget, the Village utilizes 
OpenGov to provide a user-friendly portal 

into the Village’s finances.  OpenGov is 
available from the financial transparency 
tab of the Village website.

The FY2022 budget is available on the 
Village website under the Finance De-
partment tab.  The Village also publishes 
a document on the Finance Department 
website that presents a more condensed, 
user-friendly version of the budget called 
the Budget-in-Brief.  In creating this year’s 
budget, the Village of  Woodridge upholds 
its mission statement:  To achieve a high 
quality of life by providing superior ser-
vices in a fiscally responsible manner.

With the winter of 2021/2022 now just a 
distant memory, here are some interesting 
facts about the Woodridge snow plowing 
season. 

• Public Works crews responded to 
remove snow & ice a total of 13 times 
this past winter, a drop from the previous 
winter that resulted in 18 times out. 

• The Woodridge area reported only 30 
inches of snow this past winter, with the 

SNOW SEASON SNAPSHOT: 2021-2022
bulk of snow dropping in January and February.   
The winter of 2020 - 2021 saw 47 inches of snow.

• Because of fewer storms, Woodridge snow plow 
drivers plowed for 3,118 hours this season com-
pared to 4,020 hours in the winter of 2020 - 2021. 

• In all, the Public Works snow plow drivers covered 
20,909 miles plowing this winter, approximately the 
distance from New York to California going the 
long way (heading east from the Statue of Liberty 
and around the earth to the Golden Gate!).



 PROJECT:  BRIEF PROJECT SUMMARY  COMMENCING

TREES Phase 2 – Reforestation of Tornado Impacted Area; 
and, Annual Replacement Program SPRING

SIDEWALK  
REPLACEMENTS Annual Program - Various locations SUMMER

SIDEWALK  
EXTENSIONS  
(NEW)

1.  Hobson & Lamond  
     (in conjunction with DuPage County);
2.  Boughton & Woodward 
     (in conjunction with DuPage County); and,
3.  IL Rt. 53 (Mulligan to Hobson)

SUMMER

ROADWAY  
IMPROVEMENTS

Annual MFT Road reconstruction and resurfacing  
program (details to be listed on Village website) SUMMER

TRAFFIC SIGNALS
Replacement of the Traffic Signals at Janes and  
Crabtree; Installation of new Traffic Signals at the  
intersection of Woodward and Hillcrest/Murphy.

SUMMER

WATERMAIN 75th Street/Frontage Road Watermain Replace-
ment Janes Avenue to Woodridge Drive. SUMMER

WATER STANDPIPE Tower Repainting and System Improvements 
@Woodward/ Boughton SUMMER

SANITARY SYSTEM Mendingwall Sanitary Lift Station Rehabilitation FALL

SANITARY SEWERS

INTERCEPTOR IMPROVEMENTS:
1.  Crabtree Avenue west of Janes and east of  
     Woodridge Drive; and,
2.  Along Crabtree Creek west of Woodridge Drive 

FALL / WINTER

WATER METERS Customer multi-year meter replacement program FALL / WINTER
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What’s Inside?

FOCUS     Spring/Summer 2022

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER @VilofWoodridge, NEXTDOOR & INSTAGRAM 
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